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CHURCH CONFERENCE ON ALCOHOL 
TO BE HELD IN TRENTON 


The Council of Churches of Greater Trenton and 
the Temperance League of New Jersey are cooperating 
in the holding of a “Conference on Alcohol” scheduled 
for Februacy 4. Sessions will be conducted in the Buch 
any United Presbyterian Church, Hamilton and Chest- 
nut Avenues, Trenton, beginning in the afternoon at 
3:30 o'clock. A dinner will be served at 6:30 followed 
by an evening session to be concluded at 9 o'clock. 

The Rev. Garnett E. Phibbs, Executive Secretary 
of the Council, Mrs. John E. Kuizenga, Chairman of 
the Council’s Division of Christian Education and 
George W. Lewis, Jr., Executive Director of the Tem- 
perance League make up the committee in charge. 


Seminar Leaders 


The Conference will feature two seminars. John 
Park Lee will conduct the first beginning at 3:30 and 
will emphasize “Counseling of the Alcoholic.” Mr. Lee 
will allow ample time for discussion and the asking of 
questions. Pastors with specific problems in counseling 
will find this seminar of tremendous help. 

Mr. Lee’s experience in coun- 
seling includes work at the Phil- 
adelphia St. Luke’s and Chil- 
dren’s Medical Center’s C. Dud- 
ley Saul Clinic for alcoholics. He 
also is chairman, Committee ot 
Problems of Alcohol, National 
Council of Churches of Christ, a 
director of the National Council 
on Alcoholism and president of 


Mr. Lee the North Conway Foundation. 


Currently Mr. Lee is employed as Secretary of the 
Office of Health and Welfare, Board of National Mis- 
sions of the United Presbyterian Church with offices 
in New York. 

Following the dinner, Dr. Earl F. Zeigler will be 
in charge of the seminar that will feature a frank dis- 
cussion of problems relating to alcohol as may be en- 
countered by church leaders, and young people, in 
business or social circles. Those in attendance will be 
invited to participate in the discussion of the situations 
outlined. Dr. Zeigler will propose some right and some 
wrong ways of dealing with such matters. 


(Continued on Page 4) 





CLERGY COMMITTEE APPEAL 
STRIKES RESPONSIVE NOTE 


The Clergy Committee for Christmas Observance 
letter as reproduced in the last number of the Temper- 
ance News, went to 2500 business executives throughout 
New Jersey. 

The Committee’s suggestions that there be no 
drinking at Company parties and that gifts other than 
liquor be given to encourage a more reverent observance 
of the Christmas season found wide acceptance in all 
parts of the state. 

Some excerpts from replies to the Committee’s let- 
ter follow: 

Governor Meyner: “This is a highly commendable 
program. We hope your efforts meet with a large 
measure of success.” 

A CxHemicat Works PLant MAnacer: “You are to 
be admired for your noble work in the service of the 
Lord for the good of all.” 

An Om Company Presiwent: “It is our hope that 
many companies will accept your suggestions and make 
this a happier and safer Christmas.” 

A Bank Presipent: “When gifts of liquor are offered 
to members of our staff they are politely declined, and 
usually the donor will substitute another more accept- 
able gift.” 

A Founpry Corporation VICE-PRESIDENT: “ . . .friv- 
olous celebrations should play no part — in the observ- 


ance of the birth of Christ.” 


" 
Gronxcnan 


Manacea of 4 nationally known company: 
“We completely eliminated the alcoholic beverages at 


” 


the plant during the holiday season . . . 
FROM THE LARGEST CORPORATION of its kind in all the 
world: “ . . . Corporation has decided to omit its pre- 
Christmas party for employees. In its place, we are 
presenting to those employees a Christmas present . . .” 


-_-———— o----— 


N. J. BEER DRINKING DECLINES 


Elwood W. Stryker, assistant supervisor of The New 
Jersey Beverage Tax Bureau said beer consumption in 
the Garden State has been dropping for the last eight 
to ten years. 

The Bureau's request for $515,572. to cover oper- 
ating expenses for the 1961 fiscal year cited a decline 
in beer consumption of more than a half million gallons 
for the last fiscal year as compared with the preceding 
year. Mr. Stryker said he didn’t know the reason for 
the decline. 
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EDITORIAL 
THE CRANBERRY HASSLE 


Much ado has been made about the danger of 
eating cranberries that might contain traces of the weed 
killer which researchers have said can cause cancer in 
rats. 

This editor is not qualified to determine whether 
the danger of eating such cranberries is as great as the 
publicity given the matter would imply. 

We do however wonder why the public and the 
press can get so worked up over cranberries and at the 
same time evidence such complete indifference toward 
the dangers connected with the use of beverage alcohol. 

If the eating of cranberries had produced through- 
out America some 5,015,000 cranberry addicts who 
could not work regularly, who experienced blackouts and 
who were a burden to their families and the community 
because of their cranberry addiction, we would expect 
a shocked public to react quickly upon learning such 
news. 

And, if the eating of cranberries would so effect 
the skills of auto drivers that such drivers would be 
involved in 9000 fatal auto accidents each year we 
would agree government agencies and safety groups 
should campaign against continued use of the little red 
berries. 

And if the eating of cranberries would cause those 
who partake to forget responsibility to ignore the rights 
of others and to commit nuisances on the street near 
the restaurants where the cranberries were eaten — then 
we would certainly expect newspapers to warn of the 
danger. 

Come to think of it — beverage alcohol does all 
these things and more. When will the public, the gov- 
ernment, the safety councils and the newspapers warn 
about the dangers connected with the use of the drug 
ethyl alcohol? 

Of course the tax on alcoholic beverages annually 
provides about four billion dollars in revenue for federal, 
state and local governments — and four billion dollars 
can give a great many people a severe case of lockjaw. 





From the Bar of Justice 





TRY THAT 
DZ FOR TASTE- 


From the Christian Science Monitor 


a o——— —— 


RULING SETS PRECEDENT 
Court Allows Suit in Sale to Minor 


Trenton — The N.J. Supreme Court has ruled 
tavern owners can be sued for serving liquor to minors 
or intoxicated persons who become involved in auto- 
mobile accidents on the way home. 

The court, in a unanimous decision by Justice 
Nathan L. Jacobs, ordered a jury trial of the $453,000. 
suit by the widow of Arthur Rappaport of East Orange 
against four Newark taverns. 

The decision reversed an opinion by Superior 
Court Judge James A. Coolahan, who held that New 
Jersey law does not make tavern owners responsible in 
such cases. 

Mrs. Rappaport’s husband was killed in an auto 
accident at Washington and Academy Sts., Newark, 
early in the morning of November 15, 1957. Robert 
Nichols, the 18-year-old driver of the other car was 
ruled drunk by a doctor at St. Michael’s Hospital, 
Newark. 

The taverns are the Hub Bar, Murphy's Tavern, 
Nate’s Bar, all of which are located on Mulberry St., 
and El] Morocco Cocktail Bar, 1011 Broad Street. 

The Supreme Court said the state law clearly for- 
bids sale of liquor to a minor or a person who is visibly 
intoxicated. It said that when a tavern keeper sells al- 
coholic beverages to such persons, “he ought to recog- 
nize and foresee the unreasonable risk of harm to others 
through action of the intoxicated person or the minor.” 


—From the “Newark News” 
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LINCOLN FABLE 

As we approach the anniversary of Abraham Lin- 
coln’s birthday, newspapers and magazines will again 
feature some of the old and perhaps a few new stories 
about the great emancipator. 

One story we heard for the first time many years 
ago, was told us by one of the guides on the Gettysburg 
battlefield, and had to do with Lincoln’s attitude toward 
General Grant's not always in moderation drinking. Be- 
cause we have heard others tell this story many times, 
we have sought to verify or disprove the allegation. Here 
is the report from one who has made a study of historic- 
al facts and fables. 

This anecdote involves fabrications which fol- 
low all great men and become folklore. The popu- 
lar tradition is that Lincoln, when informed Gen- 
eral Grant drank too much whisky, replied “Tell 
me what brand it is, and I'll send a barrel to each 
of the other generals.” The words are really a bur- 
lesque report of an imaginary banquet at Del- 
monico’s in 1862 by one Miles O'Reilly (Charles 
G. Halpine). Halpine (1829-69), Irish journalist, 
is better known for his poem “Sambo’s Right to be 
Kilt,” written to overcome objections to the enlist- 
ment of a Negro regiment. The same type of fiction 
about Grant goes back to King George II of Eng- 
land. Expressing admiration of Wolfe he was told 
the general was mad. “Is he so?” cried the king, 
“then I wish he would bite some of my other 
generals.” 


HOW IS THE TEMPERANCE LEAGUE 
FINANCED? 


Some persons assume the Temperance League is 
supported by the denominational groups with which it 
is affiliated. Such is not the case. 

A number of pastors assume that part of the monies 
paid by their church to their conference, synod, or con- 
vention treasurer, somehow finds its way to the League. 
Unless a letter, instructing the treasurer to pay such 
monies or a part thereof to the Temperance League ac- 
company the check the League does not receive such 
funds. 

The League does receive direct from a number of 
churches, Women’s Societies, Church Schools, and sim- 
ilar organizations, contributions representing a substan- 
tial portion of its total income. 

The major portion of the League receipts however 
are contributed by interested individuals who in most 
cases have learned of the program in connection with a 
League representative having visited and preached in 
their church. The League now has a staff of seven men 
available for such services. 

If you would see the work progress as others who 
may be interested are given opportunity to share in this 
ministry, then ask your pastor or officials to schedule a 
League service. 

To give the congregation the opportunity to know 
of and share in this work on a purely voluntary basis is 
the fair, the democratic, the American way. For such 
opportunities we shall be grateful and the temperance 
ministry will be that much more effective. 





RECIPE FOLDER AVAILABLE 





This very popular folder listing twenty recipes for 
non-alcoholic beverages is available for general distri- 
bution. 

We have had many favorable comments concerning 
this piece of literature. One gentleman who had re- 
quested a copy of the folder wrote: 

“Last Saturday my wife and I entertained some 
friends, most of whom were not connected with our 
Ohurch. They usually drink liquor but we displayed an 
orange juice and ginger ale punch in a prominent place, 
and we were surprised to see how many of them drank 
the punch. The quantity of alcohol consumed must have 
been far less than would have been otherwise. When- 
ever I entertain, I plan to always have the punch 
featured.” 

If you have a friend who thinks intoxicating drinks 
are the only acceptable drinks when entertaining guests 
why not offer him a copy of this folder. One copy free, 
in quantity two cents each. 


oO 
O 





The alcoholic population constitutes a cross-section of 
American society. Intelligence, professional competence, 
family background, social status, economic wealth, oc- 
cupational skill, and education appear to play a minor 
role in preventing uncontrolled drinking. 


—Raymond G. McCarthy 


oO. 
0 





Rajendra Singh, a member of India’s parliament, 
telling a Denver, Colo., audience why alcoholism is not 
a great problem in his country said: “In India, a man 
who drinks is looked down on as being of an unsound 
mind.” 
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CHURCH CONFERENCE 
(Continued from Page 1) 


Dr. Zeigler’s background ex- 
periences qualify him for the 
handling of this difficult assign- 
ment. His activities in the field 
of Christian Education include 
the editorship: of the Uniform 
Sunday School adult lesson for 
the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, Presbyterian Church U.S.A., 
and the daily devotional maga- 

Dr. Zeigler zine “To-day”. He is a fellow of 
the Yale School of Alcohol Studies, was president of the 
Pennsylvania Temperance League, has lectured many 
times and written numerous articles on alcohol educa- 
tion. One such article widely circulated and remembered 
by many was entitled “An Open Letter to Church 
Members who Drink.” 


Who May Attend? 


Because it is sponsored by the Council of Churches 
of Greater Trenton, each church affiliated with the 
Council is expected to send it’s pastor and one or more 
lay representatives to the Conference. Each church 
school should be represented by the superintendent and/ 
or teachers. The youth groups will find that many of 
their problems related to drinking will be considered at 
the evening session and they therefore should be re- 
presented. 

Other interested individuals, including those out- 
side the Trenton area will be welcome. If time is a 
factor it is not necessary that one attend both seminars. 


The Cost 


The Conference is not expected to be self support- 
ing. The Temperance League and the Council of 
Churches will share in meeting any deficit. No offering 
will be solicited at any of the sessions. There will be a 
registration fee of $1.00 to be paid for each person. The 
cost of the dinner, $1.75. Any church assuming re- 
sponsibility for its delegation should therefore allow 
$2.75 for each representative. 

Reservations for the dinner should be made at least 
one week in advance. The form is provided for your 
convenience. 

MAIL TO: 
Temperance League 
1001 Broad Streets OR 
Newark 2, N. J. 


Council of Churches 
W. Hanover at Prospect St. 
Trenton 8, N. J. 


Please enter reservations for 


$2.75 each. 


persons at 


STREET 
TOWN 


CHURCH 








PLEASE NOTE 


To the many friends of the League who sent 
a Christmas gift to help us in financing our 
Christmas for Christ campaign, we say sincerely 
— Thank you and God bless you. 
GeorceE W. Lewis, Jr. 














——— o-—-—--— 


N. J. ALCOHOLISM REHABILITATION 
PROGRAM TO COST $380,000. 
IN ONE YEAR 


Trenton — The division of chronic illness control at 
the State Department of Health says there are 232,000 
alcoholics in New Jersey, of whom 34,200 are women. 

The division, at a public hearing, asked the state 
for $380,000. to continue operation of six centers for 
the treatment of alcoholics. The centers are in Camden, 
Metuchen, Morristown, Newark, Paramus and Trenton. 


_—-—— o----— 


AN ALCOHOLISM ANTIDOTE 


At a Methodist seminar on alcoholism Dr. C. Nel- 
son Davis, Philadelphia psychiatrist was asked “Have 
you treated any preachers for alcoholism?” He replied 
that he had treated a number of clergymen. 

Have you had any Methodist preachers who were 
alcoholics, it was then inquired. Dr. Davis said he had 
not and added “As long as the Methodist Church main- 
tains its strict ban on drinking by any pastor, there will 
be no alcoholics among Methodist preachers. You can’t 
become an alcoholic if you don’t drink.” 


_—--—— o--—--—--—— 


WHAT HAPPENED TO THE GALLUP POLL? 


The American Institute of Public Opinion, better 
known as the Gallup Poll, has annually conducted a 
survey showing trends in the drinking habits of Ameri- 
can adults. In the twelve year period during which the 
survey has been conducted there has been a gradual 
shift toward abstinence from a low of 33% adult ab- 
stainers in 1946 to a high of 45% abstaining in 1958. 

Anxious to see if the trend would continue tem- 
perance workers have been awaiting the report of the 
1959 survey. However, in reply to a direct inquiry we 
have been advised, “ . . . the American Institute of 
Public Opinion has not conducted a survey on the drink- 
ing habits of American adults thus far in 1959. We 
cannot say at this time whether we will do the survey 
in the near future.” 

It could be the liquor traffic does not want the 
public to know the popular acceptance of their products 
is waning and they may have discouraged newspaper 
editors from the publicizing of such a poll. On the other 
hand, could be Dr. Gallup may not realize how many 
folk are interested in such a survey. Why not write and 
tell him you would like to see the results of such a study 
every year. Address: Dr. George Gallup, Princeton, 
N. J. 





